
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4194 June 15, 2011 
home and leave no military footprint 
behind. 
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ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. BUERKLE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the issue of 
elder abuse. Today is Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day. Hundreds of thousands 
of Americans each year are the victims 
of elder abuse. According to the Na-
tional Center on Elder Abuse, this 
number could be as high as 1 to 2 mil-
lion Americans. 

Elder abuse, Mr. Speaker, is a broad 
term for the victimization of seniors 65 
years and older. There is no one picture 
of what elder abuse looks like. It can 
be physical abuse, neglect, sexual 
abuse, emotional abuse or exploitation. 

The perpetration of elder abuse also 
varies—spouses, partners, caregivers in 
nursing homes, even neighbors. Our 
older elder Americans are especially 
vulnerable to abuse, particularly those 
who suffer from dementia or other 
mental diseases. 

I find it unconscionable that the very 
people who fought for us in World War 
II and Korea, who nurtured us, who 
taught us, who built this society 
around us, would be victimized in the 
twilight of their lives. Our elderly citi-
zens have given us so much, and they 
deserve our appreciation, our respect, 
and most importantly, our protection, 
not just for what they’ve contributed, 
Mr. Speaker, but for the ways they 
still enrich our society and enrich us as 
a people. 

This August my mother, Mr. Speak-
er, will turn 90 years old. Three years 
ago, when my father died, she was lost. 
She was particularly vulnerable. For-
tunately for my mother, she has chil-
dren, grandchildren and great-grand-
children to help her and to support her. 
But how many other Americans, elder-
ly folks are out there who don’t have 
that support system, Mr. Speaker? 

This is not a Democratic or a Repub-
lican issue. This is an American issue. 
Our seniors, our elderly, deserve our 
help. They deserve our protection. 
Please, as Americans, today is Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day. Let us be par-
ticularly aware of our most vulnerable, 
our elderly citizens. 
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AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in support of farmers and pro-
ducers all across these United States, 
and especially in the Seventh Congres-
sional District of Alabama. As we de-
bate and discuss issues surrounding the 
Agriculture appropriations bill, let us 
remain mindful of the enormous im-
pact that the agriculture sector has 
had on the United States and our world 
economy. 

Agriculture employs more than 21 
million American workers and ac-
counts for 15 percent of the total U.S. 
workforce. In fact, in my home State of 
Alabama, agriculture contributes near-
ly $5 billion to the State’s economic 
sector every year. Any Agriculture ap-
propriations bill must take into ac-
count the potential economic impact 
and the strengthening of the agri-
culture sector that is needed for the 
21st century. 

I understand that we are making 
very difficult budgetary decisions; 
however, I am concerned that the types 
of cuts proposed in this year’s Agri-
culture appropriations bill are ill-ad-
vised and disproportionate. This bill re-
duces the funding for agriculture re-
search programs, including the Agri-
culture Research Service and the Na-
tional Institute for Food and Agri-
culture, by over $354 million from last 
year’s level. 

Now, I know that that’s a substantial 
cut in very important research that 
must be done, both nationally and 
within our individual States. In fact, 
the National Institute for Food and Ag-
riculture fulfills this mission by sup-
porting research education and exten-
sion programs at land grant univer-
sities like those in Alabama like Au-
burn, Tuskegee, Alabama A&M Univer-
sity and others. We must preserve 
funding for each of these critical and 
important investments in the future of 
agriculture research and food safety. 

Under this Republican appropriations 
bill, food and nutrition programs like 
SNAP and child nutrition are funded at 
nearly $2 billion less than the Presi-
dent’s budget. SNAP is an important 
and essential program in these chal-
lenging times for low-income individ-
uals who cannot afford to purchase 
food for themselves and their families. 
Since the program was created, SNAP 
has literally saved millions of lives, 
and currently provides essential sup-
port to over 165,000 individuals in my 
district alone. 

The proposed funding for the Women, 
Infants and Children Food Assistance 
program, WIC as it’s known, is far 
below what is needed to serve all those 
individuals who are eligible for bene-
fits. WIC provides essential nutrition 
to new mothers, babies and small chil-
dren under 5 that are nutritionally at 
risk. 

Nearly 50 percent of the babies born 
in our country each year rely on WIC. 
In Alabama, WIC provides assistance to 
over 140,000 individuals and over 25,000 
just in my district alone. 

Contrary to popular belief, this pro-
gram is cost-efficient, and it serves 
nearly 10 million people each year, 
costing less than $100 per person receiv-
ing benefit. The lack of proper funding 
in this appropriations bill is yet an-
other example of Republican attacks 
on hardworking families and children 
that definitely need assistance for nu-
trition. I cannot stand idly by and let 
this occur. 

We must ensure that any appropria-
tions bill provides robust and adequate 

funding for these essential programs, 
both now and in the future. The Repub-
lican Agriculture appropriations bill 
reduces funding for essential rural de-
velopment programs by $337 million 
below last year’s levels. These reduc-
tions disproportionately impact loan 
authority for 502 direct housing pro-
grams. 
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Without these loans, low-income 
rural families could not find financing 
options that would help them purchase 
homes and simply be able to live. 

This bill also seeks to reduce funding 
for agriculture business and rural busi-
ness grants by $20 million below last 
year’s level. In a time of economic re-
covery, we must continue to make 
strategic investments in small and 
rural businesses, and not make reduc-
tions. 

It is important that we who know 
better do better. Agriculture in our 
global society is of the utmost impor-
tance. As our global population in-
creases, food security and adequate 
food production will be necessary for 
our national security, economic devel-
opment, and our overall survival. It is 
my hope that all on both sides of the 
aisle will pass an agriculture approps 
bill that is both fiscally responsible, 
forward-thinking, and makes economic 
sense. 
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NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
AMERICAN JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about natural resources 
and whether or not they can create 
American jobs. The answer is yes; with 
oil production alone, 1.2 million jobs 
between the three bills that Repub-
licans passed out of committee and off 
of the House floor; a total of 2 million 
jobs if you add in the American Energy 
Independence and Price Reduction Act; 
2 million American jobs. Not only 
could we be energy independent in our 
great Nation, but we can put Ameri-
cans back to work with 2 million jobs 
alone in this area. 

We need to have States’ rights, al-
lowing States to explore oil explo-
ration or natural gas or utilize all of 
their natural resources, whether you’re 
in Alaska and you want to drill in 
ANWR, or you’re the Governor of Cali-
fornia and you want to pass 
Tranquillon Ridge and clean up the old 
oil wells off of the coast. States should 
have those rights to be able to do that 
and to be able to put their own people 
back to work in those States. 

The President’s policies on our nat-
ural resources are just flawed. My 
friends across the aisle continue to 
talk about the bills that come off of 
this floor, whether they create jobs or 
not. This is indisputable, 2 million 
jobs. You don’t have to like these jobs, 
but nevertheless, they are American 
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